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What is Child Sexual Abuse? 

Definition 

Child sexual abuse refers to acts in which an individual with power or authority over a 

child, exploits the child for sexual gratification. These acts may be committed by an adult, 

adolescent, or another child. 

Child sexual abuse includes contact and non-contact offences, each of 

which involves different forms of harmful behaviour  

Contact offending: 

• fondling  

• oral sex 

• vaginal or anal penetration  

• intimate kissing 

• rubbing the perpetrator's genitals against the child’s body 

Non-contact offending: 

• making sexual comments to or about the child 

• exposing a child to pornography 

• engaging in voyeurism 

• coercing a child into prostitution or pornography 

Sexual abuse is traumatic and illegal, causing lasting harm to the child. 

Sexual abuse affects all genders.  Abusers may exploit multiple victims simultaneously, 

using manipulation, threats, or coercion to maintain control. This creates confusion and 

isolation for the victims who may struggle to recognise that the abuse is wrong. Abusers 

often foster an atmosphere of secrecy, making it very difficult for victims to speak out or 

seek help.  

There is a legal obligation for everyone in the Northern Territory to report a sexual assault 

that has happened to a child under the age of 18 years. 

How to mandatory report: 

Contact Child Protection on 1800 700 250 or online at careservices.nt.gov.au or Contact 

Northern Territory Police.     

If you or someone you know is in immediate danger of being harmed or 

assaulted, please call 000 right away. 
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Sexual Violence Specialist Support in the Northern Territory 

 

Ruby Gaea Darwin Centre Against Sexual Violence     Phone (08) 8945 0155 

Free, confidential, community-based counselling in Darwin & Palmerston for victim/survivors and families.  
 

Sexual Assault Referral Centres NT 

 

Darwin         Phone (08) 8922 6472 

Katherine         Phone (08) 8973 8524 

Alice Springs         Phone (08) 8955 4500 

Tennant Creek        Phone (08) 8962 4361 

 
Free, confidential counselling / medical support for recent incidents of sexual assault 

Darwin and Alice Springs phone lines available 24/7 

_______________________________________________________________ 

24/7 Phone Help Lines: 

Northern Territory 

Sexual Assault Referral Centre (SARC)     Phone (08) 8922 6472 

Northern Territory Police       Phone 131 444 

Australia-Wide 

1800 RESPECT*         Phone 1800 737 732 

13 YARN (Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander People Crisis Support)  Phone 139 276 

Lifeline Crisis Support Service*      Phone 131 114  

Kids Helpline (5 to 25 years) *      Phone 1800 551 800 

Men’s Line         Phone 1300 789 978 
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Other Support Options: 

Blue Knot* (adult survivors childhood trauma & families) 9am-5pm Phone 1300 657 380 

Qlife* (LGBTIQ+ peer support) 3pm to 12am    Phone 1800 184 527 

 

* Services also provide webchat options 

Women’s Legal Services in the NT 

Top End Women's Legal Service (TEWLS)    Phone (08) 8982 3000 

Domestic Violence Legal Service (DVLS)    Phone (08) 8999 7977 

Katherine Women’s Information and Legal Service (KWILS) Phone (08) 8972 1712 

Central Australian Women’s Legal Service (CAWLS)   Phone (08) 8952 4055 

 


