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Contacting the Police

Deciding whether to report sexual violence to the police can be a very difficult decision for
sexual assault survivors. If you have experienced sexual violence, it is completely normal
to feel unsure about whether to report it to police. It is also okay to feel worried about
how reporting might affect you. What matters most is that you make the choice that feels
right for you.

You might feel that you want the person responsible to be held accountable for their
actions. If you do report the assault to police, there is support available to help you
through the process and reduce distress. Talking to a trusted friend, family member, or
sexual assault service can help you work out what feels best for you.

There are some circumstances when people must report sexual violence

There is a legal obligation for everyone in the Northern Territory to report a sexual assault
under some circumstances. This includes:

¢ When the victim is a person over the age of 18 years and the sexual assault has
occurred within a current domestic and family violence context.
e The assault has happened to a child under the age of 18 years.

How to mandatory report:
For Adults Contact Police on 131 444 or online

For Children Contact Child Protection on 1800 700 250 or online at careservices.nt.gov.au

If you or someone you know is in immediate danger of being harmed or
assaulted, please call 000 right away.
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Sexual Violence Specialist Support in the Northern Territory

Ruby Gaea Darwin Centre Against Sexual Violence

Phone (08) 8945 0155

Free, confidential, community-based counselling in Darwin & Palmerston for victim/survivors and families.

Sexual Assault Referral Centres NT

Darwin
Katherine
Alice Springs

Tennant Creek

Phone (08) 8922 6472
Phone (08) 8973 8524
Phone (08) 8955 4500
Phone (08) 8962 4361

Free, confidential counselling / medical support for recent incidents of sexual assault

Darwin and Alice Springs phone lines available 24/7

24 /7 Phone Help Lines:

Northern Territory

Sexual Assault Referral Centre (SARC)

Northern Territory Police

Australia-Wide

1800 RESPECT*

13 YARN (Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander People Crisis Support)
Lifeline Crisis Support Service*

Kids Helpline (5 to 25 years) *

Men’s Line
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Phone (08) 8922 6472
Phone 131 444

Phone 1800 737 732
Phone 139 276
Phone 131 114
Phone 1800 551 800
Phone 1300 789 978
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Other Support Options:
Blue Knot* (adult survivors childhood trauma & families) 9am-5pm Phone 1300 657 380
Qlife* (LGBTIQ+ peer support) 3pm to 12am Phone 1800 184 527

* Services also provide webchat options

Women’s Legal Services in the NT

Top End Women's Legal Service (TEWLS) Phone (08) 8982 3000
Domestic Violence Legal Service (DVLS) Phone (08) 8999 7977
Katherine Women'’s Information and Legal Service (KWILS) Phone (08) 8972 1712
Central Australian Women'’s Legal Service (CAWLS) Phone (08) 8952 4055
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