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Intimate Partner Sexual Violence 

  

Partner, Sex Buddy, Boyfriend, Girlfriend, Spouse, Fiancée, etc. 

Being in an intimate relationship does not mean you are obligated to engage in sexual 

activity or intimacy unless you genuinely want to. Your boundaries, comfort, and consent 

should always be respected, and you have the right to say no at any time, regardless of 

the situation. 

Regardless of whether you are married, dating, in an undefined relationship, or practicing 

monogamy or non-monogamy, sex without the enthusiastic consent of both parties 

is against the law. 

You have the right to safety and respect in your relationships, free from 

any form of sexual violence. Your boundaries and sense of security should 

always be upheld. 

This means: 

• Your partner has no right to hit, force, or pressure you into any sexual activity 

• You have the right to decide when, where, and how you want to engage in sexual 

intimacy 

• You should never feel guilty for not wanting to have sex with your partner. This is 

your right 

• You are not obligated to agree to sex because your partner says they need it or 

because you believe your role in the relationship is to meet all their needs. Healthy 

relationships are built on communication and mutual respect 

• It is illegal for your partner to threaten you with deportation or the loss of residency 

in Australia to coerce you into sex 

• Regardless of your cultural background or religious beliefs, there is never any 

excuse for your partner to touch you sexually without your consent 

 

You have the right to say no to sexual intimacy and that must always be respected. You 

have control and ownership over your own body, and if you choose not to have sex, that 

is your decision. If anyone forces, manipulates, coerces, or pressures you into sex, that is 

sexual assault. 
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Intimate Partner Sexual Violence 

Sexual Violence Specialist Support in the Northern Territory 

 

Ruby Gaea Darwin Centre Against Sexual Violence     Phone (08) 8945 0155 

Free, confidential, community-based counselling in Darwin & Palmerston for victim/survivors and families.  
 

Sexual Assault Referral Centres NT 

 

Darwin         Phone (08) 8922 6472 

Katherine         Phone (08) 8973 8524 

Alice Springs         Phone (08) 8955 4500 

Tennant Creek        Phone (08) 8962 4361 

 
Free, confidential counselling / medical support for recent incidents of sexual assault 

Darwin and Alice Springs phone lines available 24/7 

_______________________________________________________________ 

24/7 Phone Help Lines: 

Northern Territory 

Sexual Assault Referral Centre (SARC)     Phone (08) 8922 6472 

Northern Territory Police       Phone 131 444 

Australia-Wide 

1800 RESPECT*         Phone 1800 737 732 

13 YARN (Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander People Crisis Support)  Phone 139 276 

Lifeline Crisis Support Service*      Phone 131 114  

Kids Helpline (5 to 25 years) *      Phone 1800 551 800 

Men’s Line         Phone 1300 789 978 
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Intimate Partner Sexual Violence 

Other Support Options: 

Blue Knot* (adult survivors childhood trauma & families) 9am-5pm Phone 1300 657 380 

Qlife* (LGBTIQ+ peer support) 3pm to 12am    Phone 1800 184 527 

* Services also provide webchat options 

 

Women’s Legal Services in the NT 

Top End Women's Legal Service (TEWLS)    Phone (08) 8982 3000 

Domestic Violence Legal Service (DVLS)    Phone (08) 8999 7977 

Katherine Women’s Information and Legal Service (KWILS) Phone (08) 8972 1712 

Central Australian Women’s Legal Service (CAWLS)   Phone (08) 8952 4055 

 

 


